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AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
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AMEMBASSY SANA 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USINT BAGHDAD 

SECRET DOHA 0597 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, US, QA 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING OF QATARIS ON PRESIDENT S MEETING WITH SYRIAN 
PRESIDENT; SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER DOING THE SAME THING 

REF: SECTO 4023 

1 . MAY 16 WAS FIRST OPPORTUNITY I HAVE HAD TO BRIEF QATARI FOR- 
EIGN MINSTER SHAYKH SUHAYM BIN HAMAD AL THANI ON PRESIDENT'S 
MEETING WITH ASAD AND CURRENT US PERSPECTIVES ON MID EAST 
SETTLEMENT. TIMING WAS FORTUITOUS, SINCE SYRIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER KHADDAM WAS IN DOHA MAY 15-16 DOING SAME THING. 

2. AFTER COVERING POINTS IN REFTEL, I ASKED SUHAYM WHAT 
SECRET 
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KHADDAM HAD TOLD QATARIS. HE REPLIED THAT SYRIANS MOST PLEASED 
WITH PERSONAL RAPPORT ESTABLISHED BETWEEN PRESIDENT AND ASAD. 
KHADDAM TOLD QATARIS THAT SYRIANS CONCJNCED THAT PRESIDENT 
DETERMINED TO PURSUE ACTIVIST POLICY ON SETTLEMENT, AND US 
INTENTIONS PERCEIVED AS GOOD. SUHAYM SAID THAT KHADDAM WAS 
"NEITHER OPTIMISTIC NOR PESSIMISTIC, BUT REALISTIC" ON 
PROSPECTS FOR ACHIEVING SETTLEMENT. ACCORDING SUHAYM, BASED 
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ON CONVERSATIONS WITH KHADDAM, GOQ'S PREVIOUS HOPES ARE CON- 
FIRMED AND RAISED THAT US WILL MAKE MAJOR EFFORT TO CATALYZE 
COMPREHENSIVE ARAB-ISRAEL SETTLEMENT DURING THIS YEAR. 

HOWEVER, SUHAYM MADE IT CLEAR THAT OUR KEY CONSULTATION 
WOULD BE WITH PRINCE FAHD, AND AFTER THIS VISIT GOQ WOULD HAVE 
BETTER IDEA OF WHETHER REAL MID EAST PEACE POSSIBLE. 

3. DURING SEPARATE 

CONVERSATION SAME DAY, AMIR'S OFFICE 

DIRECTOR ISSA AL KAWARI, WHO ALSO PARTICIPATED IN CONVERSATIONS 
WITH KHADDAM, CONFIRMED THAT SYRIANS REGARD CARTER-ASAD TALKS 
IN VERY FAVORABLE LIGHT. 

4. COMMENT: QATARIS WERE OBVIOUSLY PLEASED WITH OUR CUTTING 
THEM IN ON PRESIDENT'S TALKS WITH ASAD AND OUR CURRENT VIEWS 
ON MID EAST SETTLEMENT. STATE REFTEL IS MORE LIKE IT, AND 
MORE OF SAME WILL BE EQUALLY APPRECIATED. 

PAGANELLI 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CHIEFS OF STATE MEETINGS, BRIEFINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DOHA00597 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 73-0801 
Format: TEL 
From: DOHA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770572/aaaacjkn.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b7c7ba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 SECTO 4023 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 -Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2573670 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BRIEFING OF QATARIS ON PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH SYRIAN PRESIDENT; SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER DOING THE SAME 
THING 

TAGS: PFOR, XF, SY, US 
To: STATE ABU DHABI 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b7c7ba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



